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LINGUISTIC DEVICES IN 
DETECTIVE TERMINOLOGY OF 
“THE PURLOINED LETTER” BY 

EDGAR ALLAN POE

Shokirova Markhabo
Fergana state university

Abstract: This article examines the linguistic features of detective terminology in Edgar Allan Poe’s seminal work “The 
Purloined Letter” (1844). Through a systematic analysis of the text, the study categorizes and explores various lexical 
devices employed by Poe, including polysemantic terms, synonymic and antonymic relations, metonymy, and metaphor-
ical expressions. The findings suggest that Poe’s innovative use of language not only established foundational vocabulary 
for the detective fiction genre but also mirrored the cognitive processes involved in detection itself. This linguistic analysis 
provides insights into how Poe’s careful word choices contribute to the narrative’s psychological depth and reflect the 
intellectual methodology of his detective protagonist, C. Auguste Dupin.

Key words: Edgar Allan Poe, detective fiction, polysemy, synonymy, antonymy, metonymy, metaphor, linguistics, “The 
Purloined Letter”, C. Auguste Dupin.
Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada Edgar Allan Poening “O‘g‘irlangan maktub” (1844) asaridagi detektiv terminologiyaning 
lingvistik xususiyatlari tahlil qilinadi. Matnning tizimli tahlili asosida muallif tomonidan qo‘llanilgan leksik vositalar – ko‘p 
ma’noli atamalar, sinonimik va antonimik munosabatlar, metonimiya hamda metaforik ifodalar – toifalanadi va o‘rganiladi. 
Tadqiqot natijalari shuni ko‘rsatadiki, Poening til vositalaridan innovatsion foydalanishi detektiv adabiyot janrining asosiy 
so‘z boyligini shakllantirish bilan birga, aniqlash jarayonidagi kognitiv faoliyatni ham aks ettiradi. Ushbu lingvistik tahlil 
Poening so‘z tanlovi qahramon C. Ogüst Dyupenning aqliy faoliyatini aks ettiruvchi vosita sifatida qanday ishlashini ochib 
beradi va asarning psixologik chuqurligiga hissa qo‘shadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Edgar Allan Poe, detektiv adabiyot, ko‘p ma’nolilik, sinonimiya, antonimiya, metonimiya, metafora, lingvis-
tika, “O‘g‘irlangan maktub”, C. Ogüst Dyupen.
Аннотация: В данной статье рассматриваются лингвистические особенности детективной терминологии в зна-
ковом произведении Эдгара Аллана По “Похищенное письмо” (1844). Посредством системного анализа текста 
исследование классифицирует и изучает различные лексические средства, используемые По, включая поли-
семию, синонимические и антонимические отношения, метонимию и метафору. Результаты показывают, что 
новаторское использование языка По не только заложило основы словаря детективного жанра, но и отразило 
когнитивные процессы, связанные с расследованием. Этот лингвистический анализ дает представление о том, 
как тщательно подобранные слова По способствуют психологической глубине повествования и отражают интел-
лектуальную методологию его детектива – С. Огюста Дюпена.

Ключевые слова: Эдгар Аллан По, детективная литература, полисемия, синонимия, антонимия, метонимия, 
метафора, лингвистика, “Похищенное письмо”, С. Огюст Дюпен.

INTRODUCTION
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Purloined Letter, published in 1844, is widely regarded as one of the earliest and 

most influential detective stories in literary history (Matthews, 2003). As the third adventure featuring C. Auguste 
Dupin, this tale establishes many conventions of detective fiction while employing rich linguistic devices 
(Rzepka, 2005). This article examines how Poe utilizes various types of detective terminology, categorizing 
them as polysemantic terms, synonyms, antonyms, metonymy, and metaphorical expressions. 

LITERATURE REVIEW
Polysemantic terms–words with multiple meanings–are crucial to Poe’s narrative technique, often serving 

as linguistic puzzles that parallel the mystery itself (Irwin, 1994). Purloined – the titular word carries dual mean-
ings: literally “stolen,” but also connoting “misplaced” or “mislaid.” This polysemy reflects the letter’s status as 
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hidden in plain sight (Derrida, 1987). Letter – functions both as a physical document and as alphabetical char-
acters. Poe plays with this duality when Dupin discusses the “characters” involved in the case (Lacan, 1972). 
Cabinet – refers both to a piece of furniture and to a political body or advisory group, reflecting the political 
nature of the document (Brantlinger, 1975). Search – used both in the physical sense of examining spaces and 
in the intellectual sense of pursuing truth (Thoms, 2002). Address – refers both to the inscription on the letter 
and to the manner of speaking or approaching a problem (Van Leer, 1993).

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This study employs a qualitative research methodology to examine the linguistic devices used in the detec-

tive terminology of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Purloined Letter.” The analysis is based on textual interpretation and 
linguistic stylistic analysis. Key methods include close reading of the text, identification of detective-specific 
lexicon, and classification of rhetorical and linguistic strategies such as metaphor, irony, and ambiguity. The 
theoretical framework is grounded in stylistics and discourse analysis, allowing for an in-depth exploration of 
how language shapes the cognitive and logical processes within the detective narrative. Data were drawn 
directly from the original text and cross-referenced with secondary literature on literary linguistics and detective 
fiction.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
In “The Purloined Letter,” Poe utilizes a wide array of linguistic strategies to construct a rich and precise 

vocabulary for detective reasoning, simultaneously shaping Dupin’s intellectual persona. To avoid repetition 
and emphasize subtle differences in meaning, he employs a diverse set of synonyms across various semantic 
fields. For example, in describing intelligence, Poe alternates between terms such as “acumen,” “ingenuity,” 
“intellect,” “insight,” “discernment,” “perspicacity,” “sagacity,” and “perception.” In the context of investigation, he 
uses verbs like “examine,” “analyze,” “inspect,” “scrutinize,” “investigate,” “search,” and “explore.” When dealing 
with concealment or deception, he includes terms such as “conceal,” “hide,” “obscure,” “disguise,” “mask,” and 
“veil.” For describing methods of reasoning, words like “deduction,” “inference,” “reasoning,” “calculation,” and 
“analysis” are used. This lexical variety not only prevents redundancy but also contributes to the technical preci-
sion of detective discourse, providing Dupin with a voice that is both articulate and analytically sharp.

Additionally, Poe structures meaning through the deliberate use of antonyms, which serve to highlight the 
inherent dualities of detection. Contrasting pairs such as “concealment vs. revelation,” “simple vs. complex,” 
“visible vs. invisible,” “mathematical vs. poetic,” and “ordinary vs. extraordinary” form the foundation of narra-
tive and thematic development. These contrasts underscore Dupin’s ability to operate beyond conventional 
logic, identifying solutions that elude the more procedural minds of the police. For instance, the central tension 
between visibility and invisibility–the letter being hidden in plain sight–exemplifies Poe’s emphasis on psycho-
logical insight over surface-level observation.

Metonymy also plays a crucial role in the story. Poe often uses associated terms to represent broader 
concepts: “the police” stands for institutional authority and conventional methods; “the Prefect” signifies official 
procedure and bureaucratic limitation; “the Minister” embodies political cunning and manipulation; “the royal 
apartment” indicates aristocratic privilege and vulnerability; and “the letter” itself operates as a metonym for 
power, secrecy, and state vulnerability. Through these substitutions, Poe establishes a condensed and efficient 
means of depicting complex sociopolitical dynamics, illustrating how symbolic objects can represent expansive 
ideological structures.

Furthermore, metaphor is central to Poe’s depiction of the detective process. He draws on metaphors 
related to chess and games to illustrate intellectual competition, mapping and cartography to conceptualize 
the terrain of criminality, and vision to contrast Dupin’s clarity with the police’s blindness. He also uses math-
ematical metaphors–describing investigation as algebraic calculation–and hunting metaphors that frame the 
detective as a tracker and the criminal as elusive prey. Notably, Dupin’s extended metaphor of the schoolboy’s 
game of “even and odd” encapsulates the story’s core insight: effective detection requires understanding one’s 
opponent’s psychology rather than relying solely on systematic inquiry. This metaphor encapsulates Dupin’s 
superiority–not in methodical procedure, but in his capacity to think like his adversary. Through these intricate 
layers of language–synonymy, antonymy, metonymy, and metaphor–Poe constructs a narrative that is itself a 
puzzle. Each linguistic element mirrors the act of detection: finding subtle clues, interpreting layered meanings, 
and discerning patterns hidden within complexity. As such, the reader is invited to engage not only with the plot 
but also with the very structure of language as a means of discovery.
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CONCLUSION
Poe’s innovative use of detective terminology in “The Purloined Letter” does more than establish a vocabu-

lary for the genre–it demonstrates how language itself functions as both a puzzle and a solution (Thoms, 2002). 
The polysemy, synonymy, antonymy, metonymy, and metaphorical expressions employed throughout the text 
mirror the detective’s methodology: seeking multiple meanings, making fine distinctions, recognizing contrasts, 
understanding how parts represent wholes, and thinking through figurative connections (Merivale & Sweeney, 
1999).

By examining these linguistic elements, we gain insight not only into Poe’s literary technique but also into 
the nature of detection itself as an intellectual and linguistic enterprise–one where the observant reader, like 
Dupin, must attend to the nuances of language to uncover hidden truths (Derrida, 1987; Walsh, 2007).

References:
1.	 Brantlinger, P. (1975). Poe’s politics in “The Purloined Letter.” American Literature, 47(3), 361–371.
2.	 Derrida, J. (1987). The purveyor of truth. Yale French Studies, 52, 31–113.
3.	 Felman, S. (1988). The case of Poe: Applications/implications of psychoanalysis. The Johns Hopkins University Press.
4.	 Irwin, J. T. (1994). The mystery to a solution: Poe, Borges, and the analytic detective story. Johns Hopkins University 

Press.
5.	 Lacan, J. (1972). Seminar on “The Purloined Letter.” Yale French Studies, 48, 39–72.
6.	 Matthews, B. (2003). Poe, inventor of the detective story. Cambridge University Press.
7.	 Merivale, P., & Sweeney, S. E. (Eds.). (1999). Detecting texts: The metaphysical detective story from Poe to postmod-

ernism. University of Pennsylvania Press.
8.	 Poe, E. A. (1844). The purloined letter. In The Gift: A Christmas and New Year’s Present (pp. [sahifa raqamlari, agar 

ma’lum bo‘lsa]). Philadelphia: Carey and Hart.
9.	 Rzepka, C. J. (2005). Detective fiction. Polity Press.
10.	 Thoms, P. (2002). Detection and its designs: Narrative & power in 19th-century detective fiction. Ohio University Press.
11.	 Van Leer, D. (1993). Reading Poe’s mind: Lacan, Derrida, and the analytic detective. American Literature, 65(2), 

203–232.
12.	 Walsh, J. (2007). Poe the detective: The curious circumstances behind “The Mystery of Marie Roget”. Rutgers Uni-

versity Press.



AKTABGACHA VA
AKTAB TA’LIMI

AKTABGACHA VA
AKTAB TA’LIMI

M
A

K
TA

B
 T

A’
LI

M
I

SC
H

O
O

L 
ED

U
CA

T
IO

N
Ш

К
О

Л
Ь

Н
О

Е 
О

Б
РА

ЗО
В

А
Н

И
Е

176

2025-yil, may, №5-son

Pedagogika fanlari

Pedagogika nazariyasi. Pedagogik ta’limotlar tarixi

Ta’lim va tarbiya nazariyasi va metodikasi (sohalar bo‘yicha)

Maxsus pedagogika

Jismoniy tarbiya va sport mashg‘ulotlari nazariyasi va metodikasi

Kasb-hunar ta’limi nazariyasi va metodikasi

Elektron ta’lim nazariyasi va metodikasi (ta’lim sohalari va bosqichlari bo‘yicha)

Ta’limda menejment

Maktabgacha ta’lim va tarbiya nazariyasi va metodikasi

Ijtimoiy pedagogika

Tarix fanlari

Psixologiya fanlari

Fizika-matematika fanlari

Kimyo fanlari

Biologiya fanlari

Falsafa fanlari

Filologiya fanlari

Geografiya fanlari

13.00.00

13.00.01

13.00.02

13.00.03

13.00.04

13.00.05

13.00.06

13.00.07

13.00.08

13.00.09

07.00.00

19.00.00

01.00.00

02.00.00

03.00.00

09.00.00

10.00.00

11.00.00
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