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PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
TO ENHANCE FOREIGN
LANGUAGE READING
COMPREHENSION: READING
“THE ADVENTURES OF TOM
SAWYER"” IN 10-11 GRADES

Djumaniyazova Zulfiya Kaliyevna
PhD student at the department of english language and literature
Karakalpak state university

Abstract: This article explores the theoretical and methodological foundations of pre-reading activities in teaching foreign
language reading to students of grades 10-11, focusing on the literary work “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” by Mark
Twain. Pre-reading tasks are analyzed in terms of their role in activating students’ background knowledge, reducing
cognitive load, and improving reading comprehension. The article also provides practical examples of pre-reading exer-
cises for literary texts, demonstrating how students can engage with new vocabulary, predict the development of the
storyline, and understand the cultural context. The results of the study highlight the effectiveness of pre-reading activities
in enhancing students’ reading skills and their overall communicative competence.

foreign language reading, pre-reading activities, literary text, cognitive load, prediction strategies, multilin-
gual education.

Annotatsiya: Mazkur magolada 10-11-sinf o‘quvchilariga chet tilida o‘gish ko‘nikmalarini o‘rgatishda pre-reading (matnni
o‘gishdan oldingi) faoliyatlarning nazariy va metodik asoslari tahlil gilinadi. Tadgigot Mark Tvenning “Tom Soyerning
sarguzashtlari” asari misolida badiiy matn bilan ishlash jarayoniga garatilgan. Pre-reading topshiriglari o‘quvchilarning
oldindan mavjud bilimlarini faollashtirish, kognitiv yuklamani kamaytirish hamda matnni tushunishni yaxshilashdagi roli
nugtayi nazaridan tahlil qgilinadi. Shuningdek, badiiy matnlar bilan ishlash jarayonida go‘llash mumkin bo‘lgan amaliy
pre-reading mashqlari misollari keltiriladi. Ushbu mashqlar orqgali o‘quvchilar yangi so‘zlarni o‘zlashtirish, vogealar rivojini
oldindan taxmin qilish va madaniy kontekstni anglash jarayoniga faol jalb etilishi ko‘rsatib beriladi.

chet tilida o‘qgish, pre-reading faoliyatlar, badiiy matn, kognitiv yuklama, taxmin qilish strategiyalari, ko‘p tilli
ta’lim.
AHHOTaumA: B gaHHOW cTatbe paccMaTpuBaloTCA TEOPETMYECKNEe U METOQNYECKNE OCHOBbI MCMOMb30BaHWSA MPEATEK-
CTOBbIX 3a4aHun Npu 0byYeHUN YTEHU0 Ha MHOCTPaHHOM s3blke yyawwmxca 10-11-x kmaccoB Ha martepuane Xygoxe-
CTBEHHOro npouasegeHns Mapka TeeHa “TpukntoyeHns Toma Coriepa”. AHannsmpyeTcsi ponb NPeaTeKCTOBbIX 3a4aHNN
B aKTVBM3aLM1 (OHOBBIX 3HAHWUN yHaLLUXCH, CHWKEHNN KOTHUTUBHOW Harpy3ku U MOBLILLEHUW YPOBHS NMOHUMaHUS TEKCTA.
[MpuBOAATCS NpakTM4eckue NpuMepbl NPeATEKCTOBbIX YNPaXKHEHN ANA paboTbl C XyA0XKECTBEHHbIMU TEKCTaMU, AEMOH-
CTPUpPYHOLLME, KaK y4alLmMecs MOryT B3auMOAEeNCTBOBaThb C HOBOM NMEKCUKOW, MPOrHO3MPOBaTh Pa3BUTUE CHOXKETa M OCMbIC-
nvBaTh KYNbTYPHbIN KOHTEKCT.

YTeHne Ha MHOCTPaHHOM A3blKe, NpeaATEeKCTOBble 3adaHus, Xy,El,O)KeCTBeHHbIIZ TEKCT, KOrHUTUBHasA
Harpyska, ctpartermm nporHo3anpoBaHunA, MHOIrosA3bl4HOE o6pasoBaH|/|e.

Reading literary texts in a foreign language exposes students to authentic language, idiomatic expres-
sions, stylistic devices, and culturally embedded meanings that are rarely encountered in standard textbooks 1.
Unlike adapted instructional materials, literary works present language in its natural communicative and artistic
form, thereby contributing to the development of linguistic, sociocultural, and pragmatic competence. In grades
10-11, students are expected to demonstrate advanced reading skills, including the ability to comprehend
complex narratives, analyze character development, identify implicit meanings, and interpret thematic content.
At this stage of education, reading literature contributes not only to vocabulary expansion and grammatical
awareness but also to the formation of critical and creative thinking skills @1,

Literary analysis encourages learners to reflect, compare perspectives, and formulate personal interpre-
tations, which are essential components of higher-order cognitive development. However, reading authentic
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literary texts in a foreign language presents significant challenges. Students may encounter unfamiliar vocab-
ulary, historical and cultural references, figurative language, and non-standard syntactic structures. These diffi-
culties can lead to increased cognitive load and reduced motivation, especially in multilingual educational
contexts.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In Karakalpak schools, English is studied within a multilingual environment where students use Karakalpak,
Uzbek, and Russian as languages of communication and instruction. Such linguistic diversity, while enriching,
may intensify cross-linguistic interference and complicate comprehension processes & 8. Learners must simul-
taneously manage multiple linguistic systems, which can affect reading fluency and depth of understanding.
For this reason, pre-reading activities play a crucial methodological role in foreign language instruction. They
prepare students cognitively, linguistically, and culturally before engaging with a literary text.

Through vocabulary scaffolding, background knowledge activation, prediction tasks, and thematic discus-
sions, pre-reading activities reduce comprehension barriers and promote meaningful interaction with the text.
Thus, the integration of structured pre-reading strategies is particularly important in multilingual classrooms,
where effective scaffolding can significantly enhance students’ reading comprehension and engagement with
literary works. Pre-reading tasks positioned before encountering the text serve several pedagogical func-
tions U:31;

«  activation of prior knowledge;

« introduction of key vocabulary and thematic concepts;

*  motivation for reading;

» development of prediction strategies and inferencing skills.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

According to schema theory, comprehension improves when students activate relevant cognitive sche-
mata before reading a text ®\. Grabe and Stoller emphasize that pre-teaching vocabulary and thematic content
significantly improves global and detailed comprehension . Research also shows that pre-reading activities
reduce cognitive load in multilingual contexts, compensating for potential interference from the first language .
Pre-Reading Activities for The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. The following section provides practical examples of
pre-reading tasks for grade 10-11 students, structured around cognitive, predictive, and cultural engagement
strategies.

Cognitive tasks.

Task 1: Vocabulary Activation. Students review and discuss key words and phrases: river, raft, adven-
ture, mischief, town, school, punishment, friendship, childhood, pranks.

Task 2: Word Prediction. Look at an illustration of Tom and Huck by the Mississippi River. What do you
think they are planning? Write three sentences predicting the adventure.

Task 3: Concept Discussion. Students discuss key concepts such as friendship, childhood, morality, and
rule-breaking. This prepares them to recognize important ideas and relationships in the text. Predictive tasks.

Task 4: Title and Chapter Prediction. Chapter title: “Tom and Becky’s Adventure.” Discussion prompts:
What might happen to Tom and Becky? Will they encounter danger? How might their friendship influence the
events?

Table 1: Event Prediction Table

Predicted Event Checked After Reading

Tom will play a prank Yes / No
Becky will get lost Yes / No
They will escape danger Yes / No

This allows students to engage in top-down processing, forming hypotheses that are later confirmed or
revised. Sociocultural tasks such as cultural and personal reflection further deepen students’ engagement with
the text. Discussion questions may include how Tom’s childhood compares to the students’ own experiences.
In this activity, students analyze aspects such as freedom and responsibilities, school life, family relationships,
and leisure activities.
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Another discussion question encourages students to consider how they would respond in similar situa-
tions. For example, they reflect on whether they would whitewash the fence as Tom did, whether they would tell
the truth in difficult situations, and how they would react to peer pressure. These tasks encourage students to
connect personally and culturally with the text, which increases both comprehension and motivation.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

Indicate that pre-reading activities constitute a crucial methodological component in teaching foreign-lan-
guage literary texts in upper-secondary classrooms. When carefully structured, these activities function as
cognitive scaffolding that supports learners before they engage with complex authentic material such as The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. Literary texts in a foreign language often contain unfamiliar vocab-
ulary, historical references, and culturally specific expressions. Without preparatory support, students may
experience cognitive overload, which can negatively affect comprehension and motivation. Pre-teaching key
vocabulary and essential concepts reduces extraneous cognitive load and allows learners to focus on meaning
construction rather than word-by-word decoding.

Activities may include semantic mapping of thematic vocabulary such as childhood, superstition, and
social norms; context-based guessing exercises; matching tasks or short lexical quizzes; and visual vocabu-
lary prompts. By clarifying potentially problematic lexical items in advance, teachers create conditions for more
fluent and confident reading. Effective reading involves interaction between bottom-up decoding and top-down
processing. Pre-reading activities such as prediction tasks, brainstorming, and hypothesis formation activate
learners’ prior knowledge, often referred to as schema, and encourage anticipatory thinking. Typical tasks
include title and cover analysis, predicting plot development based on chapter headings, generating hypoth-
eses about characters, and completing exercises such as “What do you expect will happen next?”. These
activities stimulate top-down strategies by encouraging students to form expectations before reading.

As a result, learners approach the text with a clear purpose and are better prepared to interpret meaning
beyond literal comprehension. Literary texts are embedded within specific historical and cultural contexts, and
for contemporary multilingual classrooms the socio-cultural background of nineteenth-century America may
be unfamiliar. Pre-reading tasks that introduce cultural elements therefore help bridge this gap and enable
students to interpret the narrative more effectively within its historical and social framework.

Picture 1: Examples of culturally oriented pre-reading activities

Mini-presentations on life along the Mississippi River Discussion of childhood in the 19th century versus
today o Analysis of illustrations depicting small-town American life of Reflection on moral values and social
norms of the period Such tasks foster intercultural awareness and invite students to compare their own expe-
riences with those represented in the literary text. This process encourages both personal engagement and
critical thinking. Motivation plays a central role in successful foreign-language reading. Pre-reading activities
can significantly increase engagement by connecting thematic content to students’ interests and develop-
mental stages. Themes in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer—friendship, rebellion, adventure, and identity forma-
tion—resonate strongly with adolescents in grades 10-11. When teachers initiate discussions on topics such
as: “Why do teenagers challenge authority?” “What does freedom mean to young people?” “Is mischief always
negative?” students develop emotional involvement before encountering the text itself. Interactive pre-reading
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formats (group discussions, visual prompts, and role-play preparation) further enhance participation and reduce
anxiety, particularly among less confident learners.

In multilingual educational settings, students often possess varying proficiency levels and diverse cultural
backgrounds. Pre-reading activities function as inclusive pedagogical tools that: of provide linguistic scaffolding
for weaker learners of activate diverse cultural perspectives o encourage collaborative meaning-making of
reduce comprehension anxiety. By bridging linguistic and cultural gaps, these tasks allow students to approach
literary texts not as inaccessible artifacts but as meaningful communicative experiences. Methodologically,
pre-reading activities are not merely introductory exercises; they represent strategic instructional interven-
tions grounded in cognitive, linguistic, and sociocultural theory. When integrated systematically, they enhance
comprehension, foster intercultural competence, and increase learner motivation—particularly in the context of
teaching foreign-language literary works in upper-secondary education.

Pre-reading activities are a vital component of teaching foreign-language reading in grades 10-11. In the
context of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, these tasks activate prior knowledge; introduce essential vocabulary
and concepts; develop prediction and inferencing skills; and encourage cultural and personal engagement. By
applying pre-reading strategies, teachers can enhance comprehension, critical thinking, and motivation when
working with foreign-language literary texts in multilingual educational environments.
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