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THE ROLE OF NATIONAL 
VALUES IN ENGLISH AND 
UZBEK LITERATURE: A 
COMPARATIVE STUDY

Ataniyazova Sohiba Xamidovna
Uzbek State World Languages University
Teacher of the Department of Theoretical Aspects
of the English Language No 1 English Faculty 1

Abstract: This scientific article examines the role of national values in English and Uzbek literature through the IMRAD 
research structure. The study analyzes how writers reflect cultural identity, traditions, moral principles, and social values in 
literary works. English literature represented by Jane Austen and William Shakespeare is compared with Uzbek literature 
represented by Abdulla Qodiriy and Erkin Vohidov. The research applies comparative and descriptive methods to identify 
similarities and differences between the two literary traditions. The findings reveal that literature plays an important role in 
preserving national identity, educating society, and strengthening cultural awareness. The article concludes that despite 
historical and cultural differences, both English and Uzbek literature promote universal human values such as morality, 
respect, loyalty, and patriotism.

Key words: english literature, Uzbek literature, national values, comparative literature, cultural identity, morality, tradi-
tions, literary analysis, patriotism, cultural heritage.
Annotatsiya: Ushbu ilmiy maqolada ingliz va o‘zbek adabiyotida milliy qadriyatlarning o‘rni IMRAD tadqiqot tuzilmasi 
asosida tahlil qilinadi. Tadqiqotda adiblarning badiiy asarlarda madaniy o‘zlik, an’analar, axloqiy tamoyillar va ijtimoiy 
qadriyatlarni qanday aks ettirgani o‘rganiladi. Jeyn Ostin va Uilyam Shekspir ijodi misolida ingliz adabiyoti, Abdulla 
Qodiriy va Erkin Vohidov ijodi misolida esa o‘zbek adabiyoti qiyosiy tahlil qilinadi. Tadqiqotda ikki adabiy an’ana o‘rtasi-
dagi o‘xshash va farqli jihatlarni aniqlash uchun qiyosiy hamda tavsifiy metodlardan foydalanilgan. Natijalar adabiyot milliy 
o‘zlikni saqlash, jamiyatni tarbiyalash va madaniy ongni mustahkamlashda muhim o‘rin tutishini ko‘rsatadi. Maqolada tar-
ixiy va madaniy farqlarga qaramay, ingliz va o‘zbek adabiyoti axloq, hurmat, sadoqat hamda vatanparvarlik kabi umumin-
soniy qadriyatlarni targ‘ib qilishi xulosa qilingan.

Kalit so‘zlar: ingliz adabiyoti, o‘zbek adabiyoti, milliy qadriyatlar, qiyosiy adabiyotshunoslik, madaniy o‘zlik, axloq, 
an’analar, adabiy tahlil, vatanparvarlik, madaniy meros.
Аннотация: В данной научной статье рассматривается роль национальных ценностей в английской и узбекской 
литературе на основе исследовательской структуры IMRAD. В исследовании анализируется, каким образом писа-
тели отражают культурную идентичность, традиции, нравственные принципы и социальные ценности в литера-
турных произведениях. Английская литература, представленная творчеством Джейн Остин и Уильяма Шекспира, 
сопоставляется с узбекской литературой, представленной творчеством Абдуллы Кадыри и Эркина Вахидова. В 
работе используются сравнительный и описательный методы для выявления сходств и различий между двумя 
литературными традициями. Результаты показывают, что литература играет важную роль в сохранении нацио-
нальной идентичности, воспитании общества и укреплении культурного самосознания. Сделан вывод о том, что 
несмотря на исторические и культурные различия, английская и узбекская литература пропагандируют общече-
ловеческие ценности, такие как нравственность, уважение, верность и патриотизм.

Ключевые слова: английская литература, узбекская литература, национальные ценности, сравнительное лите-
ратуроведение, культурная идентичность, нравственность, традиции, литературный анализ, патриотизм, куль-
турное наследие.

INTRODUCTION
Literature is one of the most important ways through which nations preserve and express their identity. 

Every literary work reflects the culture, traditions, worldview, and moral values of the society in which it was 
created. Therefore, studying literature from a comparative perspective helps readers understand both cultural 
diversity and universal human values.

English and Uzbek literature have rich traditions that reflect the social and moral values of their nations. 
English literature often focuses on individualism, personal freedom, and social responsibility, while Uzbek lite
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rature emphasizes collectivism, family unity, respect for elders, and hospitality. Despite these differences, both 
literary traditions aim to educate society and promote ethical behavior.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the role of national values in English and Uzbek literature using a 
comparative approach. The study focuses on selected works of Jane Austen, William Shakespeare, Abdulla 
Qodiriy, and Erkin Vohidov. The research seeks to answer the following questions:

1.	 How are national values represented in English and Uzbek literature?

2.	 What similarities and differences exist between the two literary traditions?

3.	 How does literature contribute to preserving cultural identity?

The relevance of this research lies in the growing importance of intercultural understanding in the modern 
world. Comparative literary studies help readers appreciate cultural heritage and strengthen international 
dialogue.

LITERATURE REVIEW
The relationship between literature and national values has long attracted the attention of literary scholars 

and cultural researchers. Literature is widely recognized as a reflection of a nation’s cultural identity, historical 
experience, and moral principles. Through literary texts, societies preserve their traditions, beliefs, and social 
values while transmitting them to future generations.

Many scholars have emphasized the role of literature in shaping national consciousness. Terry Eagleton 
argues that literature serves not only as an artistic expression but also as a cultural institution that reflects social 
realities and ideological values. Similarly, René Wellek and Austin Warren highlight the importance of literature 
in understanding the relationship between culture, society, and human behavior.

In English literature, the works of Jane Austen and William Shakespeare have been extensively studied for 
their representation of social norms, morality, and national character. Austen’s novels portray family relation-
ships, social expectations, and ethical behavior within English society. Shakespeare’s plays explore universal 
themes such as justice, loyalty, honor, and responsibility while also reflecting the cultural values of his time.

In Uzbek literature, national values occupy a central place in literary discourse. Scholars have noted that 
writers such as Abdulla Qodiriy and Erkin Vohidov significantly contributed to the preservation of Uzbek cultural 
identity through their works. Qodiriy’s “O‘tkan kunlar” depicts traditional family values, social customs, and 
moral responsibilities, whereas Vohidov’s poetry promotes patriotism, national pride, and devotion to cultural 
heritage.

Previous comparative studies have demonstrated that literary traditions often share common humanistic 
values despite differences in historical and cultural backgrounds. Researchers have found that both English 
and Uzbek literature emphasize morality, respect, loyalty, and social responsibility. However, English literature 
tends to focus more on individual freedom and personal choice, while Uzbek literature places greater emphasis 
on collective values, family unity, and spiritual development.

Although numerous studies have examined national values in individual literary traditions, limited research 
has been conducted on the comparative analysis of national values in English and Uzbek literature. Therefore, 
this study seeks to contribute to the existing literature by identifying common and distinctive features in the 
representation of national values within these two literary traditions.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This research is based on comparative and descriptive methods. Literary works from English and Uzbek 

literature were selected and analyzed according to their themes, characters, and representation of national 
values.

The comparative method was used to identify similarities and differences between English and Uzbek 
literary traditions. The descriptive method was applied to explain how cultural identity, traditions, and morality 
are reflected in literary works.

Primary sources included:

1.	 Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice”

2.	 William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”

3.	 Abdulla Qodiriy’s “O‘tkan Kunlar”

4.	 Erkin Vohidov’s selected poems
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Secondary sources such as literary criticism books and academic articles were also used to support the 
analysis. The research focused on themes such as family values, patriotism, morality, respect, and social 
responsibility.

The study also considered historical and cultural contexts in order to better understand the development 
of literary traditions in England and Uzbekistan. This interdisciplinary approach helped provide a broader inter-
pretation of the literary texts.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
The analysis demonstrated that both English and Uzbek literature strongly reflect national values and 

cultural identity.
In English literature, writers often focus on personal responsibility, social ethics, and individual freedom. 

Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” presents family relationships, social manners, and women’s position 
in society. Through Elizabeth Bennet’s character, Austen promotes intelligence, morality, and independent 
thinking.

William Shakespeare’s works also contain important moral lessons. In “Hamlet,” themes such as justice, 
loyalty, revenge, and honesty are explored. Shakespeare presents the complexity of human behavior and 
ethical decision-making.

Uzbek literature, however, places greater emphasis on collective values, family honor, and spiritual tradi-
tions. Abdulla Qodiriy’s “O‘tkan Kunlar” reflects Uzbek customs, marriage traditions, and social responsibilities. 
The characters demonstrate patience, loyalty, and respect for family values.

Erkin Vohidov’s poetry highlights patriotism, love for the homeland, and national pride. His works encourage 
readers to preserve their language, traditions, and cultural heritage.

The study found several similarities between English and Uzbek literature:

•	 both promote moral education;

•	 both preserve national culture;

•	 both use literary characters to reflect social values;

•	 both encourage readers to think about ethical behavior.

However, differences were also identified. English literature tends to emphasize personal independence 
and realism, while Uzbek literature focuses more on social harmony and spiritual morality.

The findings of this research confirm that literature functions not only as an artistic form but also as a social 
and cultural institution. Both English and Uzbek writers use literature to shape public opinion, educate society, 
and preserve national identity.

One of the most significant similarities between the two literary traditions is the importance of morality. 
Writers from both cultures attempt to guide readers toward ethical behavior through the experiences of literary 
characters. For example, Shakespeare’s tragic heroes often suffer because of moral weaknesses, while Uzbek 
literary characters are rewarded for patience, loyalty, and honesty.

Another important aspect is the preservation of cultural heritage. Literary works provide valuable informa-
tion about traditions, customs, family structures, and historical events. Through comparative analysis, readers 
can better understand how different societies interpret universal human experiences.

At the same time, the differences between English and Uzbek literature are shaped by historical, social, 
and philosophical factors. English literature developed in a society strongly influenced by industrialization and 
individual rights, whereas Uzbek literature evolved within Eastern traditions emphasizing collective responsi-
bility and spirituality.

This research also demonstrates the importance of comparative literature in modern education. Compar-
ative studies encourage critical thinking, intercultural communication, and respect for diversity. They help 
students recognize that despite cultural differences, people around the world share similar hopes, emotions, 
and moral concerns.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
In conclusion, national values play a central role in both English and Uzbek literature. Writers use literary 

works to preserve traditions, educate society, and strengthen cultural identity. English literature mainly empha-
sizes individual freedom and personal responsibility, while Uzbek literature highlights family unity, spirituality, 
and collective morality.
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Despite these differences, both literary traditions promote universal human values such as honesty, 
respect, loyalty, and patriotism. Comparative literary studies therefore contribute to intercultural understanding 
and the appreciation of world literature.

Future research may focus on broader comparative studies involving modern literary works, contemporary 
social issues, and the influence of globalization on national identity in literature.
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